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compared, they are so with reference to some par-
ticular point only which they are thought to have
in common. Entire equality between two things
can never be demonstrated; indeed if it could be
demonstrated, there would be an end of that
particular relation which gives rise to a com-
parison/ Ankara therefore was fully aware of
the dangerous nature of comparisons which have
often done so much mischief in philosophical and
religious discussions, by being extended beyond
their proper limits. But even then he is not yet
satisfied. He seems to say, I am not answerable
for the comparison; it occurs in the Vecla itself,
and whatever occurs in the Veda, must be right.
This shows that even a belief in literal inspiration
is not a new invention. He then adds that the
special feature on which the comparison rests is
only the participation 'in the increase and decrease/
What he means is that the reflected image of
the sun expands, when the surface of the water
expands, and contracts when the water contracts ;
that it trembles when the water trembles, and
divides when the water is divided. It thus
participates in all the attributes and conditions